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An  account  of  the  Gefpel  being  firji  preached  to  the 
■  Edejfeans,  ivhere  Nieubehr  in  his  travels  through 
Arabia  difeovered  feme  traces  of  the  Chrijiian 
religion  fill  remaining.  It  is  believed  that  the 
^(een  of  the  South  came  from  that  country^ 
to  fee  the  wifdom  of  Solomon,  noiv  called  Aby- 
fynia. 


HEN  the  divinity  of  our  Lord  and  Savi¬ 


our  Jefus  Chrifi  was  made  manifeft  through  the 
w  orking  of  miracles,  he  drew  unto  him  many, 
far  from  Judea,  afflidled  with  many  fundry  dif- 
cafes,  and  every  fort  of  malady,  hoping  to 
recover  their  health,  of  which  number,  Ag- 
barus,  governer  of  the  famous  nation,  inha¬ 
biting  beyond  the  river  of  Euphrates,  griev- 
oufly  difeafed  in  body,  incurable  by  man ; 
hearing  the  renowned  fame  of  Jefus,  and  the 
wonderful  works  which  he  wrought,  acknow'- 

ledgcd  by  all  who  knew  him,  (both  friends 

£ 
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and  enemies.  He  made  petition  unto  bim  by 
letters,  dcliring  deliverance  from  his  dileafe. 

Icfus,  yielding  to  his  petition,  vouchfufed 
to  anfwcr  him  by  an  epiflle,  that  he  would 
fend  one  his  difciples  who  fliouid  cure  his  difeafe, 
promiling  w  ithal,  to  rellore  life  to  many  others, 
which  promi/e  he  performed.  For  after  his  re- 
furicclion  from  the  dead,  and  afcenliod  into 
heaven,  'i'homas,  one  of  the  twelve  apoflles,  fent 
his  brother 'I'haddcus,  one  of  the  feventv  difei- 
pics  of  Chrifl’,  by  divine  infpiration,  into  the 
city  of  KdelTa,  to  be  a  preacher,  and  Evangc- 
lifl:  of  the  doctrine  of  Chriih,  by  whom  all 
things  concerning  the  proniifes  of  our  Saviour, 
were  performed. 

The  reader  hath  an  approved  teflimony  of  thefe 
things,  taken  out  of  the  recorded  monuments 
of  the  princely  city,  called  Edeflli  :  for  there 
are  found  cniolled  in  their  public  regiftcr,  things 
of  antiquity  which  were  done  about  Agba- 
rus’s  time,  preferved  unco  this  day.  There 
is  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  authenticity,  as  Eufe- 
bius,  that  renowned  hiltorian,  found  it  and  co¬ 
pied  it  out  of  their  regiller. 

Tbe  Lj'ijUe  of  Agkarus  to  our  Sa'viour. 

.Agbarus,  governor  of  Edefla,  unto  Jelus  the 
good  Saviour,  flicwing  himfclf  in  jernjalem, 
fendctli  greeting,  I  have  heard  of  thee,  and 
thy  cures  which  thou  hafl:  done,  w  ithout  medi¬ 
cine  or  herbs.  I'or  Jis  the  report  goeth,  thou 


rnaken.  the  blind  to  fee,  the  lame  to  Avaik,  the 
lepers,  thou  clcanfeft,  foul  fpirits  and  devils 
thou  caflen:  out ;  the  long  difeafed,  tliou  rc- 
iloreft  to  health,  and  raifeft  the  dead  to  htc. 
W'hen  that  I  heard  thefe  things  of  thee,  I  ima¬ 
gined  with  myfclf  one  ot  thefe  tv.  o  things ; 
either  that  thou  art  God,  come  from  hea¬ 
ven  and  doth  thefe  things,  or  the  fon  of  God 
that  bringeth  liich  things  to  pafs ;  wherefore 
by  thefe  my  letters,  I  befccch  thee  to  take 
the  pains  to  come  untome,  and  that  thou  wilt 
cure  this  mv  grievous  maladv,  wherewith  I 
am  fore  afflicted.  I  have  heard  alfo,  tliat  the 
lews  murmur  ag^ainfl  thee,  and  iro  about  to 
deflroy  thee  :  I  have  here  a  lirtle  city,  and 
an  honeft,  which  will  fuffice  us  both. 

The  Epijlle  of  our  Saviour,  fent  to  Aglarus  by  the 

fame  bearer. 

Agbarus,  blcflcd  art  thou,  bccaufe  thou  hall 
believed  in  me,  when  thou  fa  weft  me  not ; 
for  it  is  written  of  me,  that  they  who  fee  me 
fhall  not  believe  in  me,  that  they  who  fee  me 
not  mav  believe  and  be  faved.  Cuncerninf'-- 
that  thou  wrotcll  unto  me,  that  1  fiiould 
come  unto  thee,  I  let  thee  undcrfland  that 
all  things  touching  my  mefl'age,  are  fare  to  be 
fulfilled,  and  after  the  fulfilling  thereof,  I 
am  to  retuim  again  to  him  tliat  font  me ; 
But  alter  my  affumption,  I  will  fend  one  of  my 
dilciples  unto  thee,  which  fhail  cure  thy  ma¬ 
lady,  and  refiore  life  to  thee,  and  them  lhat  be 
with  thee. 
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Unto  thefe  Epiftlcs,  there  were  added  in 
the  Syrian  tongue,  the  following  account  of  the 
proniife  being  fulfilled. 

When  Jefus  was  taken  up,  Thomas  fent 
Thaddeus  theapoftle,  one  of  the  fcventy,  who, 
when  he  was  come,  remained  with  one  Tobias, 
the  fon  of  Tobias  ;  when  that  the  fame  of  him 
was  fpread,  and  that  he  was  manifefled  by  the 
miracles' which  he  wrought,  it  was  fignificd 
unto  Agbarus,  and  faid  :  the  apoflle  of  Jefus 
is  come,  of  whom  he  wrote  unto  thee !  Thad¬ 
deus  by  that  time  began,  through  the  power 
of  God,  to  cure  every  fore  and  ficknefs,  fo  that 
all  men  greatly  marvelled.  Agbarus  hearing 
of  the  wonderful  works  which  he  wrought, 
and  that  he  cured  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  forth¬ 
with  fufpe(5led  the  fame  to  be  he,  whom  Jefus 
had  written,  faying ;  after  my  afeenfion  I  will 
fend  one  of  my  difciplcs  unto  thee,  who  fhall 
cure  thy  malady,  and  when  he  had  called  unto 
him  Tobias,  where  Thaddeus  lodged,  he  faid 
unto  him  :  I  hear  that  a  certain  mighty  man 
came  from  Jerufalem,  and  is  lodged  with  thee, 
and  doth  great  cures  in  the  name  of  Jefus.  Tobias 
anfwered,and  faid  :  There  came  a  certain  flran- 
ger,  and  put  up  at  my  hoiife,  who  hath  done 
wonderful  things.  Agbarus  faid ;  bring  him 
unto  me.  Tobias  returning  unto  Thaddeus,  faid 
unto  him,  "  the  King  fent  for  me,  and  delired 
I  fhould  bring  thee  unto  him,  that  thou  mayefl: 
cure  his  difeafe,”  Thaddeus  anfvvered.  "  I  go, 
for  It  is  for  his  fake  that  I  am  fent  thus  miirhti- 
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Ij  to  work.”  Tobias  fiirring  by  times  next 
day,  took  with  him  Thaddcus,  and  brought  him 
to  Agbarus.  At  his  entrance,  there  appeared 
unto  Agbarus  (in  the  prcfence  of  his  chief  men) 
in  the  countenance  of  Thaddcus,  a  great  and 
firangc  fliew,  at  the  fight  of  vvhich  he  did  rever¬ 
ence,  lo  that  all  they  who  were  prefent  mar¬ 
velled.  None  of  them  faw  the  fight,  fave  Ag¬ 
barus,  who  queftioned  with  Thaddews,  and  faid,  « 
Art  thou  of  a  truth  a  difciple  of  jefus,  the 
Son  of  (jod,  who  made  me  thispromife:  ‘1 
will  fend  unto  thee  one  of  my  difciples,  who 
fliall  cure  thy  dileafe,  'and  fiiew  life  unto  thee, 
and  all  thine  ?” — Thaddcus  made  anfwcr,  “  Be- 
caufe  thou  haft  greatly  believed  in  the  Lord 
„  Jefus  who  hath  fent  me,  therefore  I  am  fent 
‘3  unto  thee,  and  if  thou  believe  in  him  yet,  thy 
hearty  petition  according  to  thy  faith,  thou  fiialt 
.  obtain.”  Agbarus  faid,  “  I  have  continued  fo 
I  believing  in  him,  that  I  could  have  found  it  in 
my  heart  to  deftroy  the  Jews  w'ho  crucified  him, 
but  the  Roman  empire  w'as  a  let  to  my  purpofe.” 
Thaddcus  faid,  "  Our  Lord  and  God  Jefus 
Chrift,  fulfilled  the  w  ill  of  his  Father,  which  he¬ 
wing  hnilhed.  He  afeended  unto  Him.”  Agba- 
'rus  a.nfwered,  “  And  I  have  believed  i.n  him,  and 
i  in  his  Father.”,  Thaddeus  replied,  “  Therefore 
in  the  name  of  the  fclf-fame  Lord  Jefus,  I  lay 
my  hand  upon  thee  ;”  w  hich  w'hen  he  had  done, 
he  was  cured  of  his  malady,  and  delivered  of 
the  pain  that  prcfTcd  him  fore.  Agbarus  mar- 
.•|iVclied  at  this,  that  even  as  it  was  promifed  to 


him,  by  the  Lord  Jcfus,  lo  in  truth  by  his  difci*- 
ple  and  fcrvant,  without  apothecary’s  fluff  or 
virtue  of  herbs,  he  was  cured. — Alfo  Abdus,  the 
fon  of  Abdus,  grieved  with  the  gout,  falling  at 
the  feet  of  Th'addcus,  recovered  his  former  health 
l;y  the  laying  on  of  his  hands  !  He  cured  many 
others  of  their  fellow-citizens,  working  marvel¬ 
lous  and  miraculous  things,  and  preaching  the 
word  of  Ciod.  Agbariis  faid  again  :  "  Thou 
Thacidcus,  through  the  power  of  God,  dofl  thefc 
things,  and  we  hold  thee  in  admiration  ;  I  pray 
thee  moreover,  that  thou  expound  unto  me  the 
coming  of  lefus,  Itow  he  was  made  man — his 
might,  and  by  whatpowcrfic  brought  fuch  things 
as  we  have  heard  to  pafs.”  Thaddeus  anfwered, 
“  I  am  fent  to  preach  this  word,  to-monow  call 
together  all  thy  people  and  fellow-citizens  and  I 
will  flrew  unto  them  the  way  of  faIvation,and  low 
the  word  of  litc,aiid  teach  the  manner  of  his  com¬ 
ing,  how  he  was  made  man,  of  his  ineffage,  and  to 
what  end  he  came,  being  fent  from  the  Father, — 
Moreover  of  his  miracles  and  myllerics,  uttered 
in  this  world,  and  power  in  bringing  things  to 
pafs ;  of  his  preaching,  and  how  bafe,  flendcr, 
and  humble  he  feemed  in  outward  appearance. 
How  he  humbled  himfelhanddied  and  abated  his 
divinity  ;  what  great  things  he  fuffered  of  ti;c 
Jews  ;  how  be  was  crucified,  dead  and  buried, 
and  rent  that  hedge  and  wall  ne<'er  feve.'‘cd  be¬ 
fore,  and  raifed  the  dead  that  of  a  longtime  had 
llcpt;  he  dclcendcd  alone;  but  afeended  unto 
the  Father  accompanied  with  many;  how  that 
he  fitteth  in  glory  at  the  right  hand  of  God 
the  bather  in  lieaven:  and  laff  of  all.  how  he 
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'  lhall  come’  again  with  glory  and  power,  to 
judge  both  the  quick  and  the  dead.  -When 
the  morning  was  come,  .Agbarus  commanded 
his  citizens  to  be  gathered  together,  to  hear 
the  fermon  of  Thaddeus,  which  being  ended, 
the  King  charged  that  gold,  coined  and  un¬ 
coined,  fliouid  l)c  given  him,  but  he  received 
it  not,  faying,  in  fo  mucli  as  wc  have  forfak- 
en  our  own,  how  can  ve  receive  other  men’s? 
’J'hefc  things  were  done  A.  D.  43,  Tranflatcd 
word  for  word  out  of  the  Syrian  tongue. 


SERMON 


ON  THE  NECESSrrV  OF  WORKING 
OUT  OUR  SALVATIO.N. 


fContinued  from  pajc’02.) 

/  "X  IF  zve  had  experienced  i  be  gift  of  God.  If  zice 
bad  tafted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious  !  If  wc 
knew  what  pure  delights  a  virtuous  foul  is  over¬ 
flowed  with,  furcly  we  would  no  more  alledge 
empty  pretences,  to  elude,  to  fnift  off  the  ncccffity 
of  workinjj  for  our  falvation  zvhile  ii  is  dav,  but 
cry  out  with  the  royal  prophet  in  a  divine  tranf- 
port  of  zeal  and  love.  Lir7  thou  up  the  light 
of  thy  countenance  upon  me  O  Lord ;  My  foul  thirfl- 
eth,  longeth  for  thee,  and  feeketb  thee  from  the  dazvn 
cf  the  day  •  tbou  art  the  afylum  of  thy  people,  and 
Jlrength  of  thy  children. 

tthly  and  laflly.  I  find  thofe  proofs  in  the  mo¬ 
therly  cares  of  providence,  I  find  them  every 
where,  the  voice  of  divine  grace  rings  often¬ 
times  in  our  heart;  JMjy  fland  ye  here  all  the  day 
idle  ?  Work  then.  Labour  not  for  the  meat  zihiclj 
periJLeth,  but  for  that  meat  zebich  endure tb  unto 
everlafting  life. 
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How  many  precious  feafons,  how  many  day*, 
of  vifitation  does  our  heavenly  father  grant  to 
US;  notwithftanding  our  ingratitude  he  is  mer¬ 
ciful.  Chriftians  when  you  were  fecurely  num¬ 
bering  ;  the'  Ihining  feducflions  of  the  world, 
fuccefs  crowning  your  deligns,  vanity  llrewing 
your  proceedings  w  ith  flow  ers,  every  thing  fixed 
faflened  you  to  the  earth  ;  but  God  moved  with 
companion,  flretches  forth  his  arm  to  you,  ftrikes 
you  with  his  rod,  cafls  you  into  the  furnace  of 
afflidions.  Now  is  the  aufpicious  inltant,  now  is 
the  day  offalvation. 

As  you  hear  his  voice,  do  not  harden  your 
hearts,  break  off  your  fliackles,  and  '^'ork  at  lajl 
the  u'ork  of  him  that  fent you  while  it  is  day. 

What  could  I  not  fay  unto  you,  about  thole 
feelings  of  compun(5Uon,  experienced  now  and 
then,  about  that  vacuum  fucceeding  in  our  hearts 
to  all  goods,  all  honours,  all  delights  of  the  earth  ; 
about  the  efficacy  of  Gods’s  w  ord,  of  facraments. 
of  our  communions,  of  our  faflings.  They  arc 
as  many  wholefome  rays  which  God  darts  upon 
us,  to  open  our  eyes,  to  enlighten  us.  They  are 
as  many  voices  beating  the  drum  of  our  ears,  and 
crying  from  him,  that  the  day  is  going  away, 
and  we  ought  to  work  for  our  falvation.  But  too 
many  proofs  arc  afl'orded,  too  many  movings  are 
heaped  up;  Ah!.  Do  yet  fomc  among  us  re¬ 
main  dipped,  immerfed  in  a  lethargic  fleep  ;  one 
word  more  I  am  to  fay  to  them,  an  awakening, 
thundering  word.  A  word,  which  the  obvious 
fenfe  of  my  text,  urges  me  to  infift  upon  i  a  word. 
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^  f- v  hich  neither  you,  nor  I,  ought  ever  to  icave  out, 

2  ibe  night  someth  when  no  man  can  work,  that  is 

^  the  fubject  of  iny  lafi.  part. 

1  3d.  Part. 

L  Here  I  mean  not  to  mention- thofc  occafional 
dangers,  thofc  humbling  hones,  eafily  averted  ; 
tlioie  faults,  cafily  amended  through  peni¬ 
tence  ;  but  a  defperate  condition,  and  irreco- 
Ip  vcrable  evil,  a  dreadful  night,  which  no  dawn 
hiall  fncceed  to.  Now,  I  find  two  fuch  nights, 

:  both  very  deplorable  ;  the  firh  in  the  moral  order, 
^  that  is,  hardnefs  of  lieart,  the  lecond  in  na- 
b  tiiral,  that  is,  death  j  afterwards  clofe  followeth 
eternity. 

i  I.  The  heart  is  hardened  gradually,  the  firh 

!drop  falling  on  the  rock,  hollows  it  not.  A  lirft 
fault  puts  not  out  entirely  our  light.  Vice  at 
firh,  alarms,  our  firh  trefpafs  is  accompanied 
with  fears  and  tremors  ;  ere  long  we  are  alhamed 
of  our  timidity,  we  grow  familiar,  we  fall :  the 
moh  ghahly  objech,  by  always  appearing,  is  foon 
looked  upon  without  horror;  reiterated  faults  frame 
dreadful  habits  ;  and  as  the  fin  turns  into  habit, 
the  holy  fpirit,  the  fpring,  the  locus  of  all  ouj. 
f  light,  withdraws  from  the  finner,  knocks  no  more 

(at  the  door  of  his  heart.  'I'hen  he  puts  on  a  bra¬ 
zen  face,  he  fins  unconcerned,  moreover  he  boahs 
his  crimes,  profelfed  lewdnefs,  infamous  com¬ 
merce,  continual  debauchery,  fe'olding,  iifury, 
mahifeh  aihs  of  injuhice,  inveterate  refentments, 
^  fcandalous  excehes,  open  impiety,  public  pro- 
a  Voi.  I.  i-' 
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fan-ncfs,  he  heaps  up  iniquities,  he  wallows  therc^^ 
in,  his  dullncls  ’increafcs,  then  comcth  the  dark  ; 
night,  the  utter  blindnols,  the  approach  of  death.  ^ 
Irretrievcable  arc  finners  vices  ;  grafted  in  iniqui.i 
tv,  tney  continue  the  fame  com fe  of  wickedntfs.l 
Can  the  Ethiopian  change  bis  Jbin,  or  the  Leopari^ 
his  /pots?  then  may  he  al/o  do  good,  that  is  accuf-^ 
tomed  to  do ivil.  S 


Then  God  gives  Jtich  mm  over  to  a  reprobate  '^ 
mind,  he  gives  them  up  unto  their  own  hearts  lufiy 
unto  their  own  counfdsy  he  gives  them  the  fpirit  ■ 
of  jhimbcr,  eyes  that  they  JhouUi  not  fee,  ani, 
cars  that  they  jbouLi  not  hear.  J'hen  he  faftev,% 
the  heart,  that  is,  my  brethren, .  he  lets  them’ 
grow  hardened,  to  punifli  their  ungodli--. 
nefs,  their  continual  contempt  for  his  graces } 
he  gives  them  up  to  uncleanvifs,  to  vile  aiTec^tions, 
to  the  impetuous  fury  of  their  loofened  patli-  ' 


ons. 

*■* 

In  Co  drcaclful  a  condition,  the  fetters,  and 
kies  of  finners  ftrain  them  harder.  Mighty  ir-f. 
rcflible  temptations  afraiilt,  their  predominant 
iiabits  overthrow,  for  they  made  their  hearts  , 
as  an  adamant  Jlone^  nothing  can  foften  them :  ^ 
wife  counfcls,  urgent  incitements;,  patheticai  »* 
exhortations,  flriking  examples,  blellings,  chaf-  p 
tifements,  all  are  vain.  Docs  God  vouchfafeS 
to  fpeak  to  them,  they  fcornfully  anfwer,  with-  | 
drazv  from  us,  we  no  more  delight  in  thy  ways.  f, 

hat  did  fj'od  not  life,  to  foften,  to  move  Pha- 
roah  ;  that  hardened  prince  durft  brave  him  even  y 
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on  his  throne.  Jf^o  is  the  lord  that  I  fhoiild  obey, 
his  "voice,  I  knot!}  not  th.it  Lord.  God  fliews  hiin_ 
lelf  cncompaffed  al>oiit,  with  the  inoft  coiifpi- 
CUOU3  fignsof  majcfty,  and  power  ;  Pharouh  ftand^ 
blinded  ;  God  lufpcnds  his'  rumbling  thun¬ 
der,  which  he  M’as  to  Ihoot  at  him,  he  chaf- 
tifcs  him  but  gradually.  Pharoah  is  unfliaken, 
^  for  his  hardncfs  was  periccicd,  lor  the  night  was 
come,  and  his  defperate  wickcdnefs  was  to  pull 
him  to  his  utter  ruin.  Jcfus  Chrift,  Scribes  and 
Pliarifecs  being  prefent,  heals  a  man  which  had 
an  hand  withered,  they  afkcd  him  laying;  is 
it  lazvjut  to  heal  on  the  fabbath-day  d  he  retorts 
emf  ■  their  own  conduct  ,-  he  proves  to  them  that 
ili-f.  they  do  thcmfelves  I'uch  good  actions  on  that 
j  '»  day.  [{''’hat  man  Jlaall  there  be  among  you,  that 
Jhall  have  a  Jheep,  and  if  it  fall  into  a  pit  on  the 
•Ji-'^  fahhath  day,  will  not  lay  bold  on  it,  and  lift  it 
^  cat.  Then  faid  he  to  the  xwxn,  Jlrctch  forth  thine 
„  hand,  and  he  jlrctcbed  it  forth,  and  it  was  ye- 
r~  H  whole,  like  as  the  other.  That  wonder. 
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and  fo  many  others,  that  they  had  feen  with 
their  own  eyes,  Ihoiild  have  converted  them, 
but.  being  hardened,  the  night  being  come,  they 
went  out  and  held  a  council  againjl  him  how  they 
might  dejiroy  kirn.  Jefus  Chrilt  operates  mi¬ 
racles  of  every  kind,  he  works  fuch  works  as 
he  could  not  do  if  he  were  not  of  God  ;  con¬ 
vinced  of  his  own  innoccncy,  he  i'X'j  if  i  hace 
Jpoken  ev-il,  bear  witnfs  of  the  cvH,  Pilate  fomc- 
tthat  upright,  but  too  much  attached  to  the 
world,  declares  three  times,  that  be  finds  no  fault 
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in  him.  But  as  their  harJnefs  was  pt'iTccled, 
as  they  wandered  in  a  dark  they  cry  out, 

'  azvtiy  zvilh  him,  azvay  ivilh  him,  crucify  him,  bis 
blood  be  on  us  and  our  children!  Oh  !  hardnefs 
of  heart!  oh!  frightful  night!  ah!  Are  there 
any  among  my  hearers,  who  acknowledge  that 
pi(5fure  by  their  own  hearts,  oh !  that  fiich 
dreadful  truths,  may  confirain,  may  terrify 
them,  and  turn  them  back  to  falvation. 

Do  not  fancy,  my  brethren,  that  I  amplify  the 
dangers  of  that  ni^ht.  Do  not  fancy,  that  in  or¬ 
der  to  pidure  it  more  terrible,  I  may  have 
over-rated  its  ghaftlincfs,  viewed  it  in  the 
worfl:  light,  and  dyed  it  with  over  deep  colours. 
Let  us  he.ar  God  himfelf,  and  tremble  at  the 
fummons  of  his  decrees.  Wherefore  I  zias 
yrieved  vsiih  that  generation,  they  do  alzvays 
err  in  their  hearts,  and  they  have  not  knozvn  my 
zvaxs.  So  /  /ware  in  my  wrath,  they  (hall  not 
enter  into  my  ref.  Fdfewhere,  I  go  my  wav,  ye 
jhall  feck  me,  and  fjall  not  find  me,  ye  full!  die  in 
your  fins.  Thundering  threatnings.  l,et  us 
ponder,  feel  the  whole  comprehenlivenefs 
thereof.  I  go  my  te.rv,  I  who  am  the  zvay,  and 
the  truth  and  the  life,  I,  but  by  whom,  wo  man 
Cometh  unto  the  Father ;  I  w  ho  am  your  light, 
I  forfake,  leave,  abandon,  you  in  darknefs. 
Though  you  w  ould  attempt  again  to  feck  me,  you 
Jhall  not  jind  me,  whereas  inflead  of  triflinir  aw  a\'^ 
iny  graces,  inftead  of  hardening,  fearing,  Heeling 
your  confcicnccs,  your  duty  was  to  give  an  at¬ 
tentive  ear.  V\  hcrcas  the  day  is  gone,  and 
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rhc  flight  com^  ivbnt  no  num  can  work,  yc  Jhall 
die  in  your  /ins.  Behold,  this  is  the  tragic 
iiFuc  of  your  fiubbornnefs,  this  is  the  venomous 
fruit  of  your  hardnefs — ye  fliall  die. 

Ncverthelcls,  my  brethren,  I  do  not  pretend 
that  it  is  impr)niblc,  even  though  a  miracle,  that 
an  hardened  heart  may  turn  back  and  go.  again 
the  wavs  of  the  Lord.  Who  am  I,  mifcrable 
linncr,  to  fliortcn,  to  llmink,  the  hand  ot  the 
Almighty?  But  I  mean  to  ail'ert,  it  is  true, 
that  like  a  A  ream,  the  hardnefs  of  heart 
is  the  utter  corruption  that  leads  unto  final 
impenitence,  and  Itraighr  to  eternal  condemna¬ 
tion.  Do  not  fo  many  grievous  ifi'ecls  jufiify 
obvioufly  thofe  exhortations  of  Svrac’s  fon. 
Make  not  tarrying^  to  turn  to  the  Lord.  Do  not 
put  off  from  day  to  day,  for  bis  wrath  zvil!  not 
tarry  long,  it  zvill  come  at  unazvares,  thou  Jhnlt  -■ 
Le  cut  dozvn,  thou  countcdjl  thy  felf  refciied,  thou 
ffalt  be  ruined  in  the  day  of  revenge.  Arc 
they  not  lufficient  to  llrikc  us  with  a  mi'>htv' 
and  advantageous  fright,  at  the  view  of  that 
fir  A  fort  of  night  zvhen  no  man  can 

[Tq  he  concluded  in  cur  ncx/.J 

iinnr  ■ 

ACCOUNT  fl/'/Z-c-  DEATH  e/T-'R - N—T. 

(Continued  from  page  29.) 

/xLL  this  he  fpokc  with  fo  much  eagernefs,  and 
fuch  an  air  of  horror,  as  is  fearer  to  be  imaorined 
He  was  now  got  to  bed,  refuling  all  fuAenence, 
and  exceedingly  fvveating  through  the  extremity  of 
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his  torments.  Before  I  took  my  leave,  I  defired 
to  pray  by  him;  which,  with  much  rclutilancc, 
he  confented  to.  In  the  ir.idft  of  prayer,  he  groan¬ 
ed  extremely,  roding  hitnfclf  as  if  he  were  in  the 
•agonies  of  death.  When  prayer  was  over  I 
afked  him  the  reafon  of  it.  He  anfwercd, 
“as  the  damned  in  hell  who  lift  up  their  eyes 
interment,  and  behold  afar  olF  the  faints  in 
Abraham’s  bofom,  have  their  torments  doubled  ; 
firll,  by  reflecting  on  the  mifery  they  are  in  ; 
and,  fecondly,  by  obferving  the  happinefs  they 
have  loft :  fo  I,  knowing  myfelf  to  be  hardened, 
and  fealcd  unto  damnation,  hearing  the  prayers 
of  the  righteous,  to  which  God’s  ears  arc  always 
open,  this  increafes  my  toiment  to  think  how 
I  am  excluded  from  fuch  a  privilege,  and  have 
no  other  portion  left  me,  than  blafpheming, 
weeping  and  wailing,  and  gnalhing  of  teeth 
for  ever.’’  “Pray,  Sir,’’  faid  I,  “  conlider  there 
is  a  vaft  dilference  between  you  and  them  that 
are  in  hell  ;  they  are  loft  irrecoverably  for  ever 
more,  without  any  opportunity  of  reprieve  or 
hope,  of  pardon  ;  you  are  yet  alive  and  have 
promifes  belonging  to  you  in  common  with 
other  finners.  Chrift  died  for  finners,  and  God 
has  fworn  by  himfelf,  I  delight  not  in  the  death 
of  iifihner,  but  would  rather  that  he  turn  from  his 
wickednefs  and  live.”  He  replied  with  his  ufual 
carneftnefs,,  “  I  will  grant  you  there  is  as  much 
difference  between  me  and  thofe  that  arc  in  hell, 
as  between  a  common  devil  and  a  devil  incar¬ 
nate.  If  thefe  are  irrecoverably  loft,  without 
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cpportunity  of  reprieve,  or  hopes  of  pardon, 
and  I  am  yet  alive,  oh  what  then  !  what’s  the 
confcquence  ?  Not  that  the  promifes  belong 
in  common  to  me  with  Other  linnets,  nor  to 
any  linners  but  '  fuch  as  believe  and  repent; 
but  though  I  would  I  can  do  neither ;  I  have 
out  (food  my  day  of  grace,  and  am  an  abandoned 
reprobate.  If  God  delights  not  in  the  death 
of  linners,  it  is  of  fuch  linners  as  repent  and 
turn  unto  him  ;  but  his  jultice  Mill  vindicate 
itfclf  on  fuch  obftinate  linners  a.s  me',  w'ho  have 
denied  his  power  and  providence,  both  in  my 
M’ords  and  actions.  Now  he  has  met  with 
me  for  it,  and  Oh  !  it  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  living  God  !  If  God  was 
•  not  againfl:  me,  I  fliould  not  value  all  the 
power  and  malice  of  man  joined  to  engage  me, 
though  all  the  legions  of  hell  contrived  to 
torture  me  with  the  molt  confuming  pains ; 
butwhen  an  irreconcilable  God  looks  down  upon 
his  creature  in  wrath,  and  configns  him  over 
to  eternal  vengeance,  this  is  intolerable !  in.- 
expreHible  !  Ah!  who  can  dwell  wdth  evcrlafting 
burnings?  O  ye  that  have  any  hope,  that  have- 
not  yet  paired  your  day  of  grace,  cry  mightily 
to  God  day  and  night!  think  no  labour  too 
much  to  lecure  you  from  the  wrath  of  God  !  Oh  ! 
who  can  Hand  before  him  when  he  is  angry  ? 
what  Hubble  can  reliH  that  confuming 
Hrc?”  ■ 

This,  and  more  to  the  fame  purpofe,  he  fpolcc 
with  fo  deep  a  concern,  the  tears  all  the  whilv“ 
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trickling  down  his  cheeks,  that  no  one  in  the 
room  could  forbear  weeping,  which  he  perceiv¬ 
ing,  faiJ,  “  And  can  you  weep  at  the  image  ? 

and  bare  relation  of  the  cHeclis  of  Crod’s  wrath  . 

> 

whal  then  do  I  (uiFcr  who  adiially  lie  under 
the  \crv  weight  of  his  fury?  Refrain  your 
tears  forme,  it  is  in  \ain;  pity  is  no  debt  to 
me;  nothing  is  fo  proper  lor  me  as  Ibmc  curie 
to  complete  my  mifery,  and  irec  me  from  the 
torments  of  expccLitio/i.”  Here  he  jxiufcd  a 
Jitrle,  then  looking  towards  the  lire  lie  faiJ, 
•‘Oh  that  I  w'as  to  lie  and  broil  upon  tiiat  lire 
an  I'iundrcd  thoufanJ  years,  to  purchafe  tiic  la- 
vour  of  God,  and  be  reconciled  to  him  again  ; 
but  it  is  a  fruitlcfs  willi,  millions  of  millions  of 
years  will  bring  me  no  nearer  to  the  end  of  my 
torments  than  one  poor  hour.  O  eternity  ! 
eternity!  Who  can  difeover  the  ahyfs  of  eter¬ 
nity  ?  who  can  properly  paraphrale  on  thefe 
words.  For  f'Vfr  and  ever  ?" 

It  l)cgan  to  grow  late,  fo  I  took  my  leave  of 
him  for  this  night,  promiling  to  conic  again 
th>p  next  day,  when  I  found  his  mind  in  the 
lun^e  condition  flill,  but  his  body  much  weaken¬ 
ed.  7'hcrc  were  with  him  three  or  four  divines, 
•who  had  been  at  prayer,  which  they  told  me 
had  the  fame  cll'ca;  on  him  as  before.  Ojic  of 
them  reminded  him  that  St.  Peter  denied  his 
mailer  with  oaths  and  curies,  and  vvas  yet  again 
received  into  his  favour.  He  replied,  “It  is  true, 
St.  Peter  did  deny  his  mailer,  as  1  have  done  ; 
but  his  mafler  prayed  for  him  fhat  his  faith  Ihould 
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tiot  fail,  and  accordingly  he  looked  him  into 
repentance,  and  afliftcd  him,  by  his  fpirit> 
to  perfcift  it. '  Now,  if  he  would  afTift  me  to 
repent,  I  Hiould  do  fo  too  ;  but  he  has  juftly 
withdrawn  his  intcrcclTlon  frpm  me.  I  have  fo 
often  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  God  has 
taken  it  away  from  me,  and  in  the  room  thereof 
has  left  me  the  fpirit  of  impenitence  and  re¬ 
probation,  and  given  me  a  certain  earneft  of  a 
fearful  inheritance  in  another  life.” 

He  fpokc  little  more  that  day- — Much  com_ 
pany  prcHing  on  towards  night,  orders  were 
given  to  prevent  it.  At  iix  o’clock  we  all  look¬ 
ed  upon  one  another  what  courfe  to  take.  No 
text  being  offered  in  his  favour  but  which  he 
readily  turned  another  way.  While  we  were 
thus  muling,  he  cried  out  with  the  utmoft  ve- 
hcmchce,  “  How  long,  O  Lord  !  fliall  thy 
wrath  burn  againft  me  ?  lhall  thy  eternal  juftice 
forever  exa^ft  upon  a  poor  dcfpicablc  worm  ? 
what  is  my  value  or  w'orth,  that  thou  fliouldft 
pour  out  full  vials  of  wrath  upon  me?  O  tha- 
thou  wouldft  let  go  thine  hand  forever,  forget  me 
and  let  me  fall  into  my  firft  nothing.  As  my  righ-^ 
tcoufnefs  could  have  profited  thee  nothing,  fo  niy 
impieties  could  have  done  thee  no  hurt  ;  therefore 
annihilate  me,  and  let  me  perilh.  Be  not  angry 
with  me  that  I  thus  e.xpoltulate  with  thee  ;  it  will 
be  but  a  little  time  before  thv  wrath  (hall  force 

s 

the  mofl-  dreadful  blafphemies  from  me.  Oh 
that  thou  wouldfl:  take  away  my  being  or  mifery! 
neither  of  them  can  increafe  or  diminilh  thy 
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happinefs,  and  tHerefore  let  them  both  ceafc, and  J 
let  my  name  be  known  no  more.:  or  if  I  muff  # 
be,  and  be  immortal,  and  thou  wilt  punifli  .me  f 
becaufe  I  have  defpiled  thee,  let  a  privation  of  j. 

thought  fufhee,  and  let  me  pafs  my  eternity  in  f; 

a  dream,  without  ever  being  awakened  by  the  ? 
pangs  of  torment,  or  by  the  gnawing  of  the  i 
worm  that  never  dies.  But,  O  fruitlcft  defires  ! 

I  am  expolhilating  with  a  (rod  who  has  forever  ^ 
fliut  out  my  praters,  and  only  .protrads  my  .  ! 
breath  a  little  longer,  to  make  me  an  example 
unto  others.  O  ye  rocks  and  mountains,  that 
ye  would  hide  me  from  the  wrath  of  an  inccnfeil 
God  !  but  I  cannot  flee  front  his  prefencc.  What 
he  hath  begun  lie  \v ill  iinifl.!.  He  will  extend 
his  wrath  au-ainll:  me  for  ever  and  ever.” 

■  O  '  T’ 

I  f . 

Here  feme  one  knocked  at  the  door,  and  it  |  • 
proved  the  poftman  with  a  letter  for  him,  which 
being  told  hint,  ”  How,”  faid  he,  ”  a  letter  for 
me!  a  little  longer  and  I  cxpecl  another  fort  ■ 
of  a  mefl'enger — I  am  very  quickly  to  give  up  i’ 
my  accounts  of  evc-ry  fecret  adion  I  have  done, 
and  I  have  a  mind  to  make  an  experiment,  to 
fee  how  I  can  bear  it.  Pray,  Sir,”  added  he  ' 
to  me,  “  do  me  the  favour  to  read  this  letter. 

The  contents  I  knovr  not,  but  I  fufped  it  comes 
from  fame  of  my  old  acquaintance.”  I  defired 
to  be  cxcufed,  alledging  there  might  be  fome- 
thing  in  it  improper  to  be  divulged."'**  Nothing,”  i 
replied  he,  **  can  affed  me  now ;  I  have  no  ho-  b 
nour,  no  reputation,  and  what  is  yet  worfe,  no  il 
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heaven  to  lofc  by  this  or  any  other  adt.” 
Upon  this  I  broke  it  open,  and  read  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

Dearest  Sir,. 

"  Underdanding  you  arc  fallen  dangeroufly 
ill,  and  that  it  has  had  a  melancholy,  eifed't 
upon  you,  I  could  not  (confidering  our  (Iridt 
■fricndfliipj  but  endeavour  to  remove  thofc  evils 
your  mind  may  lie  under,  which  perhaps  is  an 
olhcc  no  lefs  grateful  than  making  the  body 
found.  Sicknefs  and  death-  are  the  common 
lot  of  mankind,  and  to  repine  and  grieve  at  this 
lot,,  is  to  combat  the  laws  of  nature,  and  fight' 
againfi  impofiibilities.  What  wife,  man  repines 
at  the  heat  in  fuminer,  or  the  cold,  in  winter  ? 
A  common  evil  ccafes  to  be  an  evil.  But  perhaps 
your  melancholy  fuggefisto  you  that  it  is  a  dif- 
inal  thing-.to  launch  out  in  an  unknow  n  abyfs. 

I  anfwer,  I  dream  fometimes  of  dreadful  things, 
but  when  I  awake  all  vanilhes.  Thus,  if  we  ex¬ 
amine  death,  and  its  fuppofed  confequences,  by 
our  .  reafon,  thefe  fonhidablc  monfters  grow, 
tame  and  familiar-  to  us;  I  would  demand, 
of  him  whoalks  rac,,  what  eftatc  I  fliali  be  in 
after  death,,  what  ellate  he.  was  in  before  life? 
Pain  and  pleafure  will  leave  their  imprefiions 
upon  a  human  fpirit ;  therefore,  if  I  was  cither 
happy  or  miferable  before  I  w  as  born,  1  mull 
Hill  retain  the  imprellion  ;  but  I  do  not  now 
therefore  I  fhall  not  hereafter.  I  cam?  out  of 
nothing,,  and  lhall  return  into  it.  As  the  fiame 
ot  an  cxtinauifiicd  candle  diflblvcj  and  lofes  itfeit 
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in  the  circumambient  air,  even  fo  thetapefof 
life  vanirties  into  pure  aether,  and  is  no  more 
when  once  the  laws  of  the  vital  union  are  broken. 
Death  itfelf  is  nothing,and  after  death  is  nothing, 
why  rhenfliould  I  be  afraid  of  nothing?  Take 
courage  man  I  cither  die  like  yourfelf,  maftcr 
of  your  own  fate  and  happinefs  fo  long  as  it  is  robe 
kept,  or  recover  and  live  worthy  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  a  perfon  who  knows  how  cither  to  live 
or  die.  So  wifhes 

Your  real  friend  and  Servant.  ” 

This  letter  was  but  fuel  to  the  tormenting 
flame  before  burning  in  the  breafl:  of  the  lick 
gentleman,  who  immediately  dictated  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anfvver : — 

(To  be  continued. J 


An  Account  of  tkr  remarkable  out-pouring  of  the 
Spirit  of  Cic.d  at  Shot/.’,  in  Scotland,  zcbich  hap¬ 
pened  fane  i/?e  zoth,  1 630,  at  zi'hich  time  five 
hundred  perfons  zvere  brought  from  darknefs  to 
light  and  from  the  pozver  of  Satan  to  God  I 


X  HE  Miniflcr  of  Shoth  had  given  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  certain  minilleis  to  attend  a  facramcntal 
occalion,  the  report  of  which  brought  multi¬ 
tudes  of  people  together  of  different  ranks. 
Several  days  before  the  facrament  there  was 
much  time  fpent  in  focial  prayer. 

It  was  not  ufual,  it  leems,  in  thofe  days  to  have 
any  fermon  ©n  the  Monday  after  dilpcnfing  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  I3ut  God  had  given  fo  much  of 
hisgracious  prefence,  and  allorded  his  people  fo 
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much  communion  with  himfclf,  on  the  foregoing 
days  of  that  foleninity,  that  they  knew  not  how  to 
part  without  thankfgiving  and  praife.  There 
had  been  a  great  number  of  emirftiit  ChriOians, 
and  the  mod  ufeful  minillers,  from  manv  pife.ces, 
for  fevcral  days  before  the  Sacrament ;  hearing 
fermons  and  joining  in  prayer,  praife,  and  fpi- 
rirual  conferences,  while  their  hearts  were 
warm  with  the  love  of  God  :  fome  exprclTcd 
their  deli  re  of  a  fermon  on  Monday'. 

Mr.  Livingdo.n  was  the  minidcr  pitched  on, 
though  then  about  twenty-feven  years  of  age. 

J  Ic  was  not  calily  perfuaded  to  give  the  lermon. 
He  fpent  the  night  before  in  prayer  and  confer¬ 
ence  ;  but  when  he  was  alone  in  the  f.elds 
about  eight  or  nine  in  the  morning,  there  tam- 
luch  a  mifgiving  of  heart  upon  him,  under  a 
feni'e  of  his  ow’n  unworthinefs,  and  unhtnefs  to 
fpcak  before  luch  a  congregation  and  fo  manv 
aged  and  worthy  minifters,  that  he  was  think¬ 
ing  to  deal  aw'ay,  and  w.'s  actually  gone  fome 
diitance ;  but  w  hen  about  to  lofe  fight  of  the 
church,  thefe  words,  “  ll  as  lever  a  bar  re  u  zcil- 
dernefs,  or  a  land  of  darknejs?"  were  brought 
into  his  heart,  with  fuch  an  overcoming  power, 
as  to  refiniin  him  to  return  and  preach.  The 
text  he  fixed  on  was  E'/.ek.  xxxv.  26.  Then 
-jcill  I fprinklc  clean  zvatcr  upon  you,  and  ye  jJoall 
clean,"  See.  As  he  was  about  to  clofe,  a  heavy 
fiiower  coming -fuddenly  on,  which  made  the 
people  hadily  take  to  their  cloaks  and  nuntles. 
he  began  to  fpeak  to  the  following  purfiofe, 
“  If  a  few  drops  of  rain  from  the  clouds  dilconi- 
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“  pofcd  them,  how  would  they  be  filled  witlx 
“  iiorror  and  defpair,  if  God  Ihould  deal  with 
them  accordincr  to  their  deferts !  and  thus 

O 

“  he  will  deal  with  all  the  impenitent.  That 
“  God  might  juftly  rain  fire  and  brimftone  upon 
"  them,  as  ujwn  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  ; — ^That 
•'  the  Son  oi  Ciod,  by  tabernacling  in. our. nature, 
“  and  obeying  and  fulfering  in  it,  is  the  only. 
“  covert  from  the  fiorm  of  divine  wrath  due  to 
“  us  for  fin.”  In  cxprcllions  fo  this  puipofc  he. 
was  led  on  for  about  an  hour  in  a  ftrain  of  ex¬ 
hortation  and  warning,  with  great  enlargement, 
of  heart.  At  that  time  there  was  fo  convincing 
an  appearance  of  Ged,  and  a  down-pouring  of- 
thc  fpirit,  even  in  an  e.xtraord inary  way,  that 
one  writes,  “  I  can  fpcak  on  fure  grounds  ; 
“  near  five  hundred  had  at  that  time  a  dilcern- 

able  changc,-wrought  on  them  by  the  power 
“  of  God,  of  whom  mofi  proved  lively  Chrifii- 
“  ans  afterward.” 

I'he  following  particular  inllanccs  arc  well 
attcflcd :  On  that  remarkable  Monday,  three 
young  gentlemen  of  Cdafgow,  had  made  an 
appointment  to  go  to  Kdinburgh,  to  the  public 
diverlions  there.  They  flopped  at  Shoth  to 
breakfafl.  One  of  them  propofed,  as  there  was 
a  young  man  to  preach,  that  they  Ihould  go  and 
hear  rhe  lermon,  and  return  as  foon  as  fermon 
Avas  ended.  But  the  power  of  God  fo  accom- 
j^anied  the  word,  they  could  not  come  away  bc- 
lore  a-11  was  over.  When  they  returned  to  the 
public  houfc  to  take  their  tiorfcs,  they  calkd  for 
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*fr,mc  refrefhment ;  but  v/hen  it  was  fct  on  the 
table,  they  looked  one  on  another,  and  none  of 
them  diirft  touch  it  till  a  blefllng  was  afkcd : 
•and  as  it  was  not  their  manner  formerly,  one  of 
them  faid,  “  I  think  we  fitould  alk  a  blcfling 
•on  it !  the  other  two  readily  agreed,  and  aflecd 
one  that  was  prefent  to  do  it  for  them,  winch  he 
did  :  when  they  had  done,  they  could  not  riie 
•until  another  fitould  give  thanks.  Now  and 
then  as  they  rode  they  would  fay,  "  vVas  it  not 
a  great  fermon  we  heard  ?”  Another  wouKl  an- 
Iwcr,  “  I  never  heard  the  like  of  it?”  I'hcy 
went  to  L.dinburijh  ;  but  inllead  of  followin'; 
their  intended  divcriions  and  company,  they  kcj>t 
their  rooms  moil  part  of  the  time  they  ilaid,  which 

was  buttwodavs.  Thevditl  not  tell  tooncano- 

•  ^ 

thcr  their  concern  all  this  time.  After  th.ey  had 
been  fomc  days  in  Glafgow  they  kept  much  re¬ 
tired ;  at  lall  one  of  them  made  a  vilit  to  the 
other,  and  told  what  God  had  done  for  him  at 
Shoth  ;  the  other  frankly  owned  the  concern  he 
\sas  brought  under  at  the  fame  time  ;  both  of 
them  went  to  the  third,  who  was  in  the  fame 
happy  cafe  ;  and  they  all  agreed  to  begin  a  fel- 
lowihip-mecting,  and  turned  out  eminent  and 
ufeful  Chriflians,  Another  inflancc  was,  a  poor 
man  a  (table-keeper  in  GLifgow,  whom  a  gentle¬ 
woman  had  employed  to  drive  her  to  the  church 
in  a  carriage,  in  time  o6  fermon  had  taken  out 
his  horfes  to  feed  at  fome  diflance.  He  obferv- 
ing  fomething  c.xtraordinary  among  the  people. 
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and  feeling  himfclf  affStfted  in  a  ftrange  war,  ran 
ro  the  congregation,  and  was  made  a  partaker  of 
forgiving  mercy  alio. 


REMARKABLE  CONVERSION  OF  A  THIEF. 

■A  NOTORIOUS  fellow,  known  in  the  fmith 
of  *  *  * ,  by  the  name  of  John  of  the  Score,  fiip- 
ported  himielf  for  fome  time  by  depredations 
on  the  public.  On  a  certain  day  he  met  a 
})oor  countryman  tiavelling  with  two  horfes, 
which  he  forcibly  took  from  him.  The  poor 
creature  fell  on  his  knees,  and  begged  for  Chrid’s 
fake  that  he  would  let  him  keep  one  of  them  ; 
pleading  that  his  horfes  were  the  fupport  of  his 
helplefs  family,  that  he  fliould  not  be  able  to  get 
bread  for  them  without  one  horfc  at  lead. 


The  hard-hearted  thief,  deaf  to  all  his  intrea- 
ties  and  tears,  refufed  his  requed  and  decamped 
with  both  horfes.  However,  foon  after  this,  he 
became  a  prey  to  gloom  and  melancholy,  and 
could  get  no  red  or  quiet  in  his  mind,  for  which 
he  could  ailign  no  other  caufe  than  the  words  of 
tlie  poor  man  which  feeincd  continually  to  ring 
111  his  cars — ” fer  Chriji’s  Jake.”  Thefe  words, 
though  he  knew’  nothing  of  their  meaning,  being 
a  wretched  ignorant  .Atheid,  lay  as  a  heavy 
burthen  on  his  mind,  fo  that  though  he  was  in- 
form  d  that  the  officers  of  judice  were  in  fearch 
of  him,  he  continued  in  his  own  habitation,  not 
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having  it  in  his  power  to  attempt  an  efcape,  or 
get  out  of  the  way  of  danger. 

Being  at  length  difcovercd  and  apprehended, 
he  was  committed  to  prifun,  tried,  found  guilty, 
and  condemned  to  die.  During  his  imprifon- 
ment,  the  Lord  put  it  into  the  heart  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  B.  and  one  or  two  Chriltians  with  him, 
to  vifit  the  prifoner.  They  fouml  him  excef- 
fivqly  ignorant,  and  endeavoured  to  convince 
him  of  his  (in  and  niifcrv  ;  and  then  flicwed  him 
the  neceffity  of  dying  to  Chrid,  At  the  men¬ 
tion  of  that  name  the  poor  wVetcli  imliiediately 
exclaimed— “  O  what  word  is  that— for  it  li.is 
“  been  my  death  !  That  is  the  word  which  lias 
"  lain  on  my  heart  ever  lince  the  poor  nun  1  rou- 
"  bed  fpakc  to  me,  fo  that  I  had  no  power  to  get 
“  our  of  the  wav. 

'1  hey  then  proceeded  to  explain  to  him  the 
nature  of  the  gofpcl,  (hewed  hin)  who  Chrid' 
was,  and  told  him  that  without  Chrilt  he  coul.l 
not  be  (aved.  On  w’hich  h.c  cried — O  will  he 
ever  look  upon  me? — Will  he  Ihcw  mercy  to 
me. — Who  would  nor,  for  his  fake,  Ihew 
mercy  to  tlie  poor  man,  and  give  him  bark 
his  horfe. 

After  further  indruefion,  his  heart  being 
foftened  his  prayers  w  ere  incellant,  till  it  pleaf- 
cd  God  for  the  fake  of  that  name  w  hich  wound¬ 
ed  him,  to  heal  Inm,  and  let  him  know  that 
he  would  hear  and  have  mercy  for  Chrill ! 
Great  a(ru,*^ncc  was  granted  him  before  his  death, 
and  on  the  fcaffold,  where  he  was*  executed, 
hcfpolce  fo  wondcrlully  of  the  nitre.’ of  God  i.i 

VoL,  ].  ■  li 
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ChriH:,  as  left  a  convidtion  on  many  prefenr, 
and  oblisicd  them  to  acknowlcdi^e  a  truth  and 
rcalitv-  in  the  <?;race  of  God. 


GOOD  TO  BE  DIS.\PPOiNTED 


A  HE  great  Dr.  Owen,  after  three  years  glooi'i 
and"  tlarkncfs,  was  fet  at  libei  tr  in  the  following 
— One  fabbath  day  he  rcqucfleda  frienti 
to  go  with  Itini  to  hear  the  jniniAcr  he  iifually 
artended.  When  they  were  feared,  they  per- 
ceived  that  a  llrange  ininiltcr  appeared  in  tire 
p’uipit ;  the  doctor’s  friend  intreaied  him  to 
go  with  him  to  fomc  other  place  cf  woifliip, 
but  he  refufed,  faying,  "  A.s  we  are  here,  let 
us  hear  what  the  Lord  has  to  fay  by  this  fer- 
vant.”  1  he  minifler  took,  his  text  as  follows; 
O  thou  of  liille  faith,  'zvbereforc  doll  thou  doubt  ? 
It  plcafed  God  to  Jead  the'  minillcr  fo  clearly 
ho  fubjec't  as  to  remove  the  doctor’s  fears 
and  eiilticni's,  and  comforted  in  fo  cfTeClual  a 
ncinner  that  few  enjoyed  more  even  to  the  end 
of  life. 


m.mncr 


into 
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jLii.  BARONET  of  the  lafl:  century,  whofc  man- 
lion  was  in  York-Shire,  was  fuppofed  to  be 
dead;  when  the  tollowing  converfation  took 
place  between  his  jellcr,  or  fool,  and  one  of 
his  Icrvants. 
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Scrv.  Our  matter  is  gone  ! 

Fooi.  Ah!  whither  is  he  gone  ? 

Scrv.  To  heaven,  I  hope. 

Fool.  To  heaven !  No,  that  he  is  not,  I  am 
fure, 

Serv.  Why  fo  ? 

Foo!.  Why!  becaiife  heaven  is  a  great  way 
(iff,  and  when  my  matter  was  going  a  long 
journey,  he  ufed  for  fome  time  to  talk  aboii: 
and  prepare  for  it.  But  1  never  heard  him 
fpcak  of  heaven,  or  make 


preparation 

for  going,  be  cannot  therefore  be  giine  thither. 
The  Baronet,  however,  .•'ecoveieJ,  and  this 
converfation  being  told  him,  he  was  fo  Ihuck 
by  it,  that  he  immediately  began  to  jrrepare 

for  his  journey  to  that  country,  “from  whofe 
bourne  no  traveller  returns.”- 


af-v.  \vri.HA.M  jtisop 


/xUTHOR  of  nature,  thou  firtt  caufe  of  all 
That  gavc’mc  being — an  immortal  foul  ; 

Forbid  my  forrow  and  the  falling  tear. 

While  led  to  think  upon  a  man  fo  dear. 

Jefibp  is  gone  to  reap  his  great  reward,  • 

In  heavenly  blifs — the  Paradife  of  God  ; 

3 

While  many  brethren,  toil  in  tears  beiow. 
Watering  the  feed  he  planted  here  to  grov,:. 


In  youth  he  fough 
God, 

Me  crav’d  a  blcfling 


And  by  this  blc/Iing  he  w^as 'qualified. 

To  preach  a  rA\  iour,  who  for  all  had  died 

The  worth  of  fouls  in 


heart 
part  : 

s  while  belov'.'. 
The  feeds  of  grare— eternal  life  to  fovv. 

The  l  ord  who  called  him  in  his  tender  vouth 
'J'o  fpread  filvation,  and  defend  the  truth, 
Crown'd  ail  his  labours  e  ith  a  blcfilng  here. 
Fill ing  his  foul  with  love  and  filial  fear. 


lie  warned  finners  of  their  dreadfiil  flate. 
Foretelling  what  would  be  their  dreadful  late 
If  hill  rcfoivcd  on  plcafure's  fioad  to  roll, 

knefs  would  cngulph  their  foul 


rror  anc 


The  tr.cLirrdng  fouls,  that  felt  the  fpirits  fword 
I'hat  lillencd  with  attention  to  the  word  : 

He’d  point  them  to  the  all  atoning  blood, 

13v'  faith  t’  embrace  the  all  fufficient  God. 


The  babes  iii  Chrifl,  w  ith  gofpel  milk  fo  mild 
He’d  nurfe  and  feed  them  as  a  little  child  ; 
The  tempted  foul  with  promifes  excite. 

The  battles  of  Immanuel  to  fieht. 


The  growing  chrifiian,  who  was  in  pinfuir, 
Oi  pe' fed  love,  to  bring  forth  holy  fruit ; 
i  lc’d  lexd  to  fee  the  a!I-atoning  blood, 

^\’ould  cleanfc  from  fiii  and  fill  them  with  a 
g  cod. 

When  thus  hcM  finifl.cd  all  his  maficr’s  work, 
I iis  clay  tenciuent  was  called  to  feel  the  llroke 
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Of  death,  which  fnatched  him  from  his  pain  and 
toil, 

Toreap  celcflia!  fruit  in  heaven’s  foil. 

• 

He  mourning  liv’d,  but  O  !  triumphant  died. 
My  toil  is  o’er,  my  work  is  done  he  cried- 
“  Weep  not  for  me,  ye  friends  I  leave  behind 
My  God  is  good,  to  you  he  will  be  kind. 

Stand  f-Ul^  in  jefus,  and  v’(¥Jr  armour  take. 


yc^r  armour 
W'ipc  off  your  tears,  and  ne’er  your  God  forfake 
I’ll  hail  you  on  the  bright  eternal  fiiore. 

When  all  your  pain,  and  toil  in  life  is  o’er. 

Like  Jellop  may  I  live— -like  Jellop  die, 
Triuniphant  rife  and  meet  him  iivthe  llcy. 

When  thunders  through  tiie  vaults  of  heaven 
lhall  peal, 

.'\nd  Chrift  the  worthy  break' th’  important 


And  judgrnenr  found  from  the  eternal  throne 
And  all  created  Ibuls  the  power  of  Jefus  own. 


PHRASE  ON  PILOT’S  QUESTION 
WHAT  IS  TRUTH? 


VV  HAT  is  the  Truth?  once  thoughtlcfs 
Pilate  faid. 

When  truth  a  formal  compliment  he  paid. 

Then  rudely  rofe,  and  quickly  went  his  way. 

Id  his  own  truth  difplay. 


lire  I'ruth  bimjelf  cou 
O  ’twas  a  pregnant  queflion,  big  indeed 
With  all  the  blcfiintis  wretched  linners  need 
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Vet  e’en  Truth  th^t  all-important  theme, 

Nor  worth  nor  excellence  appear’d  to  him. 

As  Pilate  then,  fo  carelefs  mortals  »02v, 

Nor  feek  nor  wifh  all-precious  truth  to  know. 
Though  Truth  alone  can  fet  the  guilty  free 
Prom  fin  and  wrath  and  cndlefs  mifery ; 

What  great,  what  grand  extremes,  in  truth  we 
view  ! 

How  wond’rous  all,  and  how  important  too : 
Heaven’s  ricbcfl  fpoil,  and  trenfure  here  a'oeund. 
And  in  the  truth  eternal  life  is  found  ! 

H  is  difeovers  fin,  that  deadly  thing. 

Whence  all  calamities  and  evils  fpring  ; 

It’s  nature,  evil  confequence,  and  caufe, 

Are  ail  reveal’d  in'J'ruth’s  eternal  laws. 

’Tis  Truth  that  reprefents  to  fallen  ivicia 
T  he  real  flatc  their  ruin’d  fouls  are  in, 

As  dead  in  fin,  and  loft  to  fi^nfe  of  llianic. 

And  enmity  to  alt  Jehovah’s  name  : 

As  rebels  vile,  in  thought,  in  work,  and  word. 
And  doom’d  to  hell  by  heaven’s  all  righteous 

9 

Lotd. 

’Tis  pre.cious  Truth  reveals  the  blcffed  God, 

An  infinite  and  everiaffing  good. 

An  ocean  of  delight,  of  love  and  peace. 

Of  fpotlefs  purity  and  rightcoufnefs  ; 

W’here  all  that’s  beauteous,  blelfed  and  divine 
In  all  their  excellence  and  glory  fliine  ; 

^Vholc  name,  whofe  nature,  and  whole  work  and 
ways 

Arc  ferfelf  all,  and  claim  eternal  praife. 

’Tis  Truth  makes  known  to  Adam’s  wretched  race 
This  God  of  Glorv,  as  the  God  of  Grace: 
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It  flicws  the  noble  wonders  he  hath  clone. 

The  loft  to  lave  in  his  incarnate  Ion  ; 

And  now  proclaims  the  great  redeemer’s  fame, 

A  free  and  full  lalvation  in  his  name. 

’  I'is  'Truth  that  warns  of  danger,  Ihews  the  way 
That  leads  to  realms  of  everlafting  Jay. 

Invites  to  jxirdon,  purity  and  peace, 

Tt7  joys  luifpeakablc,  and  endlefs  blifs  ; 

Aftdres  their  mercy  for  loft  rebel  men,  ' 

How  vile  foe’er  their  hearts  and  lives  have 
been  : 

Soon  as  the  Lord’s  anointing  they  embrace, 
Andtruft  to  rich,  to  free,  and  fov’rcign  grace  ; 
d'riith  then  allures,  by  promife,  oath  and 
blood. 

That  all  ftiall  work  for  their  eternal  good  ; 
While  here, .  that  all  things  needful  fiiall  he 
given. 

And  an  immortal  crown,  with  Chrift  in  hea¬ 
ven. 

()  lovely,  glorious,  all  endearing  truth. 

Were  but  our  rich  and  poor,  our  old  and  yexuth 
'J'hy  worth  and  excellence  concern’d  to  fee, 

I  low  blcft  a  world,  and  pto{)Ie  ftiould  we  be! 

O  that*by  faith  we  ftedfaftly  could  view 
Jefus,  the  living  God,  the  only  true  ! 

Ail  that  is  known  of  truth’s  ftupendous  fcheme, 
(^ur  wondering  eyes  would  then  behold  in  kiv:  i 
In  bin:,  the  truth  in  all  its  fplendor  ftiines. 

And  life,  and  death,  he  in  his  perfon  joins  ; 

Of  lin,  of  grace,  recovery  and  fall, 

A  precious  Jefus  is  the  truth  of  all - 
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O  thou,  who  art  the  truth,  the  life,  the  way. 
How  far  from  thee,  are  mortals  gone  aft  ray  ! 
O  fend  thy  light  abroad,  exert  thy  power. 

Let  every  nation  precious  truth  adore  ; 

Let  all  the  kingdoms,  thy  falvation  prove. 

Stand  firm  in  truth  and  glory  in  thy  love  ! 

-  - - - 

?OR  THE  EXPEH  IE  KCED  CHRISTIANAS  EIACAZINB. 

,13e  it  thy  chief,  thy  conftant  aim. 

To  fpread  Chrift’s  will,  Chrift’s  word  and  name 
And  thus,  in  this  erroneous  day, 

The  Truth  in  all  its  charms  difplay. 

Here,  like  fome  beauteous  cvcr-grccn. 

May  life’s  fair  tree  be  ever  feen  ; 

Each  month  delicious  fruits  Ihe’ll  bear. 

And  comfort  Zion  all  the  year. 

Enrich’d  with  Jefus’  dying  love. 

May  this  work  a  blcfting  prove, 

A  work  of  praije  to  thee,  O  (iod  ! 

To  finner  life,  and  cndlel's  good. 

The  Chriftian  ftore-houfc  let  it  be, 

Fill’d  with  falvation  great  and  free; 

Here  let  the  poor  and  needy  buy,  * 

And  every  want  and  wifli  fupply. 

In  every  page  may  grace  abound. 

In  every  line  may  truth  be  found  ; 

May  Chrift  in  every  letter  ftiine. 

And  all  the  work  appear  divine. 

W.  E. 


